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Dear AVRT Members, Partners, and Allies,

We write with urgency to update you on recent federal actions that significantly
threaten services for individuals who are blind, DeafBlind, or low vision, and to share
the steps AVRT and our partners are taking in both immediate response and long-term
advocacy.

What Happened

On September 5, 2025, the U.S. Department of Education issued non-continuation notices
to:

- All three national Braille Training Grants under the 235E Demonstration Program, ending
decades of federal support for braille training.

- Four state DeafBlind projects, serving Oregon, Washington, Wisconsin, and the Northeast
Consortium (Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont).

This means that for the first time in decades, there will be no federal funding for specialized
braille training resources, and thousands of children and families receiving DeafBlind
services are at risk of losing vital supports.

Child Count Affected (DeafBlind Projects):

- Washington: 305

- Wisconsin: 170

- Oregon: 114

- Northeast Consortium: 576 (CT: 77, ME: 56, MA: 304, NH: 89, VT: 49)

Why This Matters to AVRT and the Field



Braille is literacy. Without it, students and adults lose access to education, employment,
and independence.

Eliminating braille grants halts professional development and innovation for Teachers of
Students with Visual Impairments (TVIs) and Vision Rehabilitation Therapists (VRTs),
harming children, youth, and adults across the lifespan.

DeafBlind project closures directly cut off supports to hundreds of families and educators
in multiple states, disrupting federally required child count services and local capacity.

Collectively, these cuts disproportionately impact people with sensory disabilities, the
most underserved of disability groups.

What AVRT Has Done So Far

- Targeted Advocacy: Campaigns mobilized in directly affected states, ensuring local voices
reached policymakers quickly.

- Strategic Activation: Like AER and our sister organizations, we are holding national
membership activation in reserve, preparing for broader cuts that may follow.

- Emergency Convenings: Meetings with program leads, families, and national partners
have coordinated short-window appeals.

- Messaging & Outreach: Consistent with guidance, we emphasize the impact on literacy,
independence, families, and educators, while targeting key appropriations offices.

Action Steps for AVRT Members and Allies

Callyour U.S. Senators’ offices (especially in West Virginia, Florida, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, and states affected by DeafBlind project cuts).

Ask to speak with a senior staffer and deliver this message:

- This is not a budget issue; itis a policy decision to dismantle federal braille and DeafBlind
programs.

- Braille training and DeafBlind supports are lifelines for education, employment, and
independent living.

- These cuts dismantle national systems that have proven impact, leaving professionals,
families, and students without critical resources.

- Every state benefits from the professionals and families served through these programs.

Share this request with your networks to amplify impact.



What’s Next: Advocacy for the Future

AVRT is joining AER, NFADB, and the CHARGE Syndrome Foundation to formalize a cross-
organization advocacy working group. This coalition will:

- Maintain a rapid-response network for threats to sensory-disability programs,
- Share data, talking points, and media assets across organizations, and
- Coordinate legislative strategies at state and federal levels.

AVRT’s Position

The Association of Vision Rehabilitation Therapists stands firmly with California State
University Los Angeles, the University of Massachusetts Boston, the University of South
Carolina Upstate, and the four DeafBlind projects targeted in September.

Eliminating these grants is unacceptable. Together, we must ensure policymakers
understand: braille literacy and DeafBlind services are national priorities, not optional
programs.

Additional Emerging Concern: Cuts to Medical Interpreter Programs

Beyond the braille and DeafBlind project cuts, the recent reduction of grant funding for
Medical Interpreter programs for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing raises new and serious
concerns. For DeafBlind individuals in particular, who already face a severe shortage
of trained interpreters (including tactile and protactile communication providers),
these cuts exacerbate an existing crisis.

The lack of interpreter services in medical settings creates profound risks:

- Delayed or inaccurate diagnosis and treatment due to limited communication
access.

- Increased reliance on untrained family members, undermining confidentiality and
autonomy.

- Further marginalization of DeafBlind individuals, who already encounter significant
systemic barriers in accessing healthcare.

For a community that depends on highly specialized interpreters, the loss of funding
means fewer professionals entering the field, reduced access to healthcare, and
worsening health disparities. AVRT recognizes this as an urgent intersectional issue
that must be part of our broader advocacy for communication access, equity, and
independence across the lifespan.



With determination,
Association of Vision Rehabilitation Therapists (AVRT)



